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His is one 6K thoſe great Duties wi 
Paul preſſes upon the Chriſtians at i 
in conſideration of their being on 
in Chriſt, and every one Members 0 

v. 6. another. And as no one does more natural) 

low from this conſideration, ſo no-onec<itheri 

more carefully obſerved by the firſt Chritf 
or can be of more uſe to thoſe that come: 

In Order therefore to make us as ſenſible o 

Duty as the Believers at any time were, 21 

Conſciencious in tulflling every Branch of | i 

Mall - abi $4 3\-5 

Iſt, Conſider the extent of this Duty wit 

Realons enforcing It. | 

| 2aly, The Practice of the Primitive Chri 

in e $0 3t- -- 

Za, The Obligation, that lyes upon us to 

_ low their — herein; notwithſtanding le 


2 


t and Primitive ſtate of the Church. 


=” 
am to confider 


doubt but it is as large as the compaſs of our 
threns wants, and muſt take in every thing 


ch may be provided for by our Beneficence. 
moſt obvious ſignification of Neceſſi ies, re- 


ood and Rayment and ſuch outward accom- 
litions, as are ordinarily ſupplied by the liberal 
cibution of thoſe that are bleſſed with a greater 
ion of them: But there is no need of re- 


| of wants, when there are ſeveral others of 


* 


in the compaſs of our Relief. . 
he Mind as well as the Body has it's pecu- 
Infirmities, and ſtands in need or ſuitable 
ribment and proper defence. It is without 
inſtruction Goble and naked, expoſed to every 
on, and not able to ſtand againſt any Temp- 
u. Unleſs a true light be held out to it, it is 
and cannot ſee atar off; apt to ſtumble at 
thing in its way, and to fall into every pit. 
tout carly faſhioning and an habitual Guard, 
led by Paſſion, and ſwelPd with * 

5 1 fu- 


rence that may be ſuppoſed between the Pre · 
%%, The Encouragement we have, to be ready 
zue, and glad to diſtribute to the Neceſſity be- 


f, The Expent of this Duty with the Reaſons 
yeing it; and as to the Extent of it we can- 


t is neceſſary to their true Happineſs, and 


ts indeed the Neceſſities of this Life, the want 


ning our Brethrens Neceſſities barely to theſe 


ter conſequence to them than theſe, that fall 


A. 
8 * 7 * « 


olf the Body as it ought, without ſufficicat; 


World, for which we all of us are, or ſha 


it in any of our Brethren, will much more. at 


many of thoſe who want this inſtruction, do 


the ordinary means of attaining it; that which 


of indigent Parents, decently diſtinguilh'd, 4 


e* . 


furious upon all oppoſition, and impatient of 
reſtraint. 8 5 T th L. 44 45434 
It is unable to take even the neceſſary 


rection, and leſt to it ſelf is either apt to neg! 
it or make very ill provifion for it: So that i 
looked no further than this Life; we could; 
anſwer all our Brethrens neceſſities in it, with 
conſidering the wants of their Minds as wel 
JV 
But when we carry our Thoughts into anotl 


be preparing; the want of due qualification 


us, than any. preſent ſenſe of their Hunger : 
Thirſt; and their Spiritual wants will appen 
us the moſt preſſing Neceſſities: 


The next and immediate way of relieving th 


is indeed by cxhortation, reproof and inſtrudi 
and not by a gift But when we conſider t 


ſo thro? the ftreightneſs of their condition, w 


give, toward the helping them to the uſe of th 
means, is in as proper a ſenſe a diſtributing 
the Neceſſity of the Saints, as what we give tk 
for their Ray ment and Food. L 


4 4 $ * 


And this is the caſe that is at prefent before 
Here are almoſt two hundred Children, the. 5 


carefully brought up to Read, and give an 
count of that Faith into which they are Bapt! 


ES”) 

rite, caſt Account, and make ſuch other 
Wrovements as may beſt fit them for ſober and 
Nea Employments, when they come into the 
Ind: And to ſuch Employments by the ſame 
Writy they may poſſibly hereafter be placed. 

ll this depends upon your liberal Contribu- 
and the care of thoſe that receive it to ſee 


nity Employed ; and if your Chariiy did not 

egad it felf in this manner, theſe preſent Objects 
} 5 ! | Sf IRS 

WM muſt in all Pony 1 wanted that in- 

1 tion, which is ordinarily neceſſary for their” 
0 


pineſs both in this Life and that Which is to | 
3 3 | 7 | | 


Al hey muſt have wanted their Spiritual Food 
r the beſt means of providing their bodily Ray- 
eat; and their Parents muſt have wanted the 
ort of ſeeing their Children, virtuouſly 
ght up without being burthenſome to them, 
perhaps the benefit too of their Children's 
rution : ſo miny Neceſſities are provided for 
his Diſtribution, and they are ſo many reaſons 
teing the Duty of it upon us. OR 
hat Wiſe but unſearchable providence of God, 


ch has ſo diſtributed the good things of this 
Ind, that many want that in which others a- 
nd, whilſt yet they all ſtand in need of each 
5 help; has ſo far deſign'd an equality, as to 
& that the abundance of one ſhould be a ſup- 
o the want of another, and no part be left 
Nrovided: And it is not becauſe God is unequal, 
| decauſe Men are unjuſt that any part lacks. 

las provided ſufficient means for ſupplying 


1 
the Neceſſities of all, if they whom he has m 
the Stewards of them were always faithful in 


© 


diſcharge of their Traſts. 
We do all ſo naturally expect to be relieved 
others in our ſeveral Neceſſities, when it 1s 
their power to help us, that we cannot but own! 
ſelves obliged to anſwer the ſame expectations t 
others as naturally and juſtly have of our af 
ance. We would not wander out of our p 
nor fall down on our way; but look for ſupy 
and direction, when we find our. ſelves weaj 
at any great loſs: and therefore we ought in 
turns to be what Job was, * Eyes to the Blind 
Feet to the Lame. | 


- * 


heſe Reaſons for helping each other which 
fo clear by the light of Nature ſhine ſtronger uj 
us from that of the Goſpel; thro' which +» 


| an 
all Baptizd by one Spirit into one Body, and 1; 
been all made to drink into one Spirit; Bilhir 


many Members ſoever we are, we are ſtill but 
Bod), nor can one Member ſay it has no 1 
of the other, but even the mot feeble, as 
Apoſtle argues, are neceſſary, and more abuni 
hoxour is ſometimes given to that part that Ii 
that there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body, but! 
the Members ſhould have the ſame care one fit 
not her. „ . 
And among all the Inſtances of care to 
taken by one Member over another, fur 
none is ſo proper or neceſſary as that which tt 


eb. 29. 15. 11 Cor. 12. 13, 20, 22, 24, 2. | 


1 
make each a living Member of Chriſt, thay 


s lf yhich we baild up one another in our moſt Sade 


in / Faith, and provide as far as we can that 


ſhould be able to give a Reaſon of the hope that 
J. Je 


ved, them, with Meekneſs and Fear. E 3.18: 

t ü nis was the care of the firſt Believers, as 
wi ſhall ſee in the next place where we are te 
ns ider | 1 | 


d, The Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians in 


ir on to this Duty. The very firſt that Em- 
[uppiccd the Göſpel upon the preaching of St 
cal were together, as we read in the 2d of the 
in * and had all things common, and ſold their 
ind ions and Goods, a. parted them to all Men as 
Man had need; The ſame thing is affirm'd 
uchMthe next ſet of Converts in the 4th Chapter, 
r Vt they + were of one Heart and of one Soul, neither 
r* any of them that ought of the things which he 
d % mas his own, but they had all things common, 
Her was there any among them that lacked, for as 
but y as were poſſeſſors of Lands or Houſes ſold them, 
0 0 a:friubtion was made unto every Man according 
25 e had need. | | . | 
uniſrheſe paſſages St Chryſoſtome thinks with very 
14d reaſon are not to be underſtood ſimply (a) as 
ut no property remained among Chriſtians, but 
f fo as to denote the utmoſt readineſs in all 
Believers to ſupply every ones wants, even to 
ſelling of what they had, rather than they 


4.45, t v. 22. 34, 35+ () Chryſ. in AR. 2. 'ouy,” amis xabd- 


ſhould 
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And tho' theſereliets were immediately of bi 


eminent, could not but extend to the due Edu 
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ſhould not bo ſupply'd ; that they did o 


think themſelves ſuch Proprietors, of what (ffi 
had bleſſed them withal, as if it was for Hure 


own ſingular advantage, but Stewards af the y 
Things of this Life,for the uſe and benefit of oth 
as wel] as themſelves ; Diſtribution was made 
every Man according as he had need, whereas} 
all been ſold and laid open to all, the diſtribu 
would haye been by ſome other proportion, | 
now the only care was that no Man might lf 


at 
Led by the ſame Spirit and moved by the (if 1 
Chriſtian inducements, when * Agabus ſto! uley: 
Antioch, and ſipaifiea in the way of Prophecy, lit e. 
there ſhould be 4 great Dearth throug out al Min e 
World, which came to paſs in the days of ClaudiWak 
Cz:ar, the Diſciples every Man according to hit. 


lity determined to ſend releif to the Brethren, nh 
awelt in Judea, which alſo they did, and ſent it ti 
Elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 


ly neceſſities ; yet they had a plain regard tot 
ſupport and increaſe of the Faith of thoſe Belizi 
that wanted; And we cannot imagine that ti 
Parents who were required to + bring up their ( 
dres in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, u 
not aſſiſted in this by the Charity of others, wit 
ever their own circumſtances made them leſs ul 
to doit. The care of Widows and Orphans e 
cially, for which we know the firſt Chrikians we 
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Acts 11. 28, 26, 30. +Eph. é. 4. 5 
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809) „ 
of thoſe Children that were left without help: 
{if we look into the earlieſt accounts of the 
urch, we ſhall find not only great care taken 
providing for the Poor; but as much at leaſt 
nſtructing all that were either admitted into the 
rch or were Candidates for it. 
\'Publick School was very early ſet up at Alex- 
1 for the inſtilling of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
chius (a) ſpeaks of it as having been of long ſtand- 
at the beginning of Commodus his Reign, in 
Year 180. and Clemens of that place has left 
everal of his Catechetical Diſcourſes made to 
— 3 | 
n one of them () he ſhews that this care ſhould 
aken of Women as well as Men, and the an- 
t Order provided for their being inſtructed a- 
„and of this inſtruction, we may be ſure that 
poor, to whom the Goſpel was more immedi- 
ly preach'd, and the Primitive Church had a 
icular regard, were the conſtant partakers. 
t Cyprian in one of his Epiſtles (c) joyns the 
ble care of providing for the Bodies and Souls of 
poor Chriſtians together charging hisPresbyrers 
Deacons to ſupply whatever was wanting to 


— — * — — — 
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Ep. 6. Ed. Pam. Subminiftrentur eis quæcunq; ſunt neceſſa- 


modo ut ſciant ex vobis & jnſtruantur & diſcant quid ſecun- 


Im Scri pturarum Magiſterium Eccleſiaſtica diſciplina depoſcat. | 


them 


(10) 


them, fo as at the ſame time they might ley 


* 


what the Order of the Church according to 
authority of the Scripture required of them. 
And for both theſe wants proviſion was mad: 
the Conventual way of Living that ſoon after 
tained, and Children, Orphans eſpecially, of h 
Sexes, were taken in maintained and inftruced; 
cording to the Rules we find in St Baſel. (d) 
And tho? this method piouſly begun quid 
grew to have great inconveniencies in it, and 
proceſs of time was one of the greateſt mean; 
- corrupting the Church; yet it thew in its puy 


. 


ſtate the mighty ſenſe that the Chriſtians then 
upon them. of their Obligation to take care ti 
all Children ſhould be brought up in the Kn 
ledge and Practice of their Holy e | 
And that we may not think it meerly an <> 
of the Primitive Zeal excited by the particu 
exigence of thoſe difficult times, and more th 
ought to be expected in the later and quieter A 


I proceed to confider, 


zdly, The Obligation that lyes upon us to folon 
Example of the firft Chriſtians herein, ea 
zug any difference that may be Juppoſed between the! 
ſent and Primitive ſtate of the Church. 
There is no doubt but the Cruelty of ti 
Heathen Oppreſſors enflamed the Hearts of the: 
tient Bclieyers, and proved a great occafiol 
promoting the Goſpel at firſt, as the like prac 
Ex pers A fviracn c, 
e ee ee e 76 
7076 Je pots: Tov wHidey, Y Talg Onnciats., Tom. 2. p. 


1 
ome Chriſtians has been ſince of reſtoring and 
erving the Truth of it; Perſecution generally 
ling to the advantage and ſpreading even of 
rit ſelf, where the power and ſeverity is not ſo 
it as entirely to cut off all that are any way in- 
ed with ſuch unſound Opinions. For it puts 
ſufferers upon fortifying themſelves with this 
ught, that they are perſecuted for the Truth of 
| and for Righteoufneſs ſake, and others are 
pted w think they are ſo indeed, when they find 
m no ways terrify'd by their Adverſaries, but 
ſting in their own way, whatever they may 
ade to endure for their conſtancy to it. 
ut what particular Zeal ſocver we may ſup- 
the firſt Chriſtians kad upon this provocation, 
how far ſoever it may have pleaſed God to re- 
e that occaſion of fervour from us; there is 
re than enough that remains to ſtir up our 
tits and quicken our Care to promote true Reli- 
1 among us; and eſpecially among thoſe who 
inthe greateſt danger of wanting otherwiſe the 
cht of it. 3 a; 
There is no ſtate of the Church ſo quiet, as to be 
teſt from thoſe Enemies, that have been the 
ateſt troublers of it from the very beginning, 
h are wicked Men and ſeducers wy others into 
orand Sin. Theſe will always make work e- 
ch to exerciſe the vigilance and patience of 
iſtians, and to entitle thoſe to an exceeding 
Ward that preſerve themſelves and others clear 
free from this too general corruption. For 
Crown of a Chriſtian, is not, as St Cyprian ſays 
| = 


L, p- 


fuch ſober and honeſt Employments, as may 
der the Providence of God be ſome more imm 


(a) Cyp. De 3elo & livore. Non enim Chriſtiani hominis corona 


6 


In his Treatiſe of Envy, (a) that only whidſþ*" 


won in enduring Perſecutions and Death, but 
time of Peace has alſo its Triumphs upon ſub 
our Adverſary in the various conflicts we muf 
ped to have with him; there is the Glory of 
rity in overcoming our. Luft, and the Glor 
Patience in reſtraining our Wrath, and the 6 


of Maſtering the Spirit of Covercouſneſs-in bi © 
above the Love and Deſire of Money. 7's 
There are always occaſions for our looking * 


to our ſelves and taking ſome overſight of th 
that are near us; and when of thoſe many g 
Iye in wait to deceive, ſome are for obtrudingi 
vain fuperſtitions and others their Dreams, 
Revelations upon us; we ought to uſe our utn 
endeavours to preſerve all from theſe fatal del 
ons And eſpecial care ſhow'd be taken of th 
who by the meanneſs of their circumſtance; 
moſt cxpos'd to the craft of ſuch Men, and n 
liable to be carried away. 2 
Nothing therefore ought to be wanting on 
darts toward the early ſowing the Seeds of our! 
7 Religion, in the Hearts of thoſe who arc 
Uve in a dangerous World: And in greater ha 
than ordinary, if they are not fitted betimes 


ate fecurity to them. And as we are under? 


eſt, quz tempore perſecutionis accipitur. Habet & pax co 
ſuas, quibus de varia & multiplici congreſſione, victores Pio 
to & fubacto Adverſario Coronamur, xe, | 
2 : 0 


P 


(23) 

ations to make this Proviſion,” ſo we have 
| reaſon to hope, that if this care is ircely and 
fully taken, it will by the bleſſing of God an- 
the end for which it is humbly propos d. 
is leads me in the 4th and laſt place to conſider, 


C˙y we have to be ready to 
0 and glad to diſtribute to the Neceſſity before a. 
" © it to promote ſome ſtrange and vain Super- 


"ns, or any Doctrine not according to Godli- 


: chat we ask'd this Benevolence; reaſon would 

FA you ſhould with hold your aſſiſtance: But 

it is to breed up Children in the plain and 
nal Principles of that excellent frame o 


tian Religion Eftabliſh'd amonęſt us; by 
hing them the Words of Truth and Sober- 
we cannot chooſe but wiſh well to ſo good a 
n, and help it forward as much as we can. 

r was er Fear ſome fond pretence of hav- 
ke Offices of the Church Perfö rw d in a more 
nn and perfect manner, than even the Church 
f has di rected or uſed ; you might juſtly take 
tage at ſuch a Propoſal: But when it is to 
young Perſons duly conformable to the 


hy tine and Orders of our well ſettled Commu- 
me and contented as they grow up with the re. 
ww radvantages of it, and humble in the uſe and 


ment of them; there can be nothing t 


un ea your regard to ſo modeſt and juſt an Iuſtitu- 
ö chi; ͤ ¼ 


don was it to maintain people in Idleneſs, and en- 
cage perſons to leave the World in order to 
es 1 :thout trouble in it, upon the care and labcur 


of our Chriſtian compaſſion Gould fully adviſe 


There is great occaſion for it in this place, 
Ftruſt there 13 as great an inclination in thoſet 
ate able, to have it ſupply'd ; the Harveſt ca 

but be plenteous in ſo populous a City, and I « 
not doubt but it is the deſire of all, that a ſui 
ent number of labourers ſhould' be Employ'd it 
inviting a Work. 55 
Me have the Encouragement of the good ſuc 
of thoſe Schools that have been longer ſet up, 
London eſpecially, to ſtir up oor Zeal and giv 
the proſpect of quickly ſecing ſome Fruits of 
 REzc__E =. 
At the laſt general Congregation of the Char 
Schools, a great number, between Three and 1 
Thouſand, appear'd to give God Thanks for t. 
kind BenefaQors, and to be exhorted to make! 
beſt uſe of the Opportunities put in their Hat 
and to Walk worehy of the pious compaſſion t 


[4 


ſo freely extended unto them. And we have 


ea the further comfort to hear, that thoſe who 
a ctled abroad by the ſame tender proviſion, be- 
of 4 ws a J. 2 4 £542 44 5 4 "7 2 2841 
ee themſelves {6 as to ſhew that the kindneſs and 
ht zur beftow?d upon them was not in vain. 


£ 
« 


up r any ſhould chance to defeat our Expe@ations 
MUG hnis, as we are not to wonder at it, if after all 
providing againſt it, ſuch inſtances ſhould fiow 
0c 28 


then happen; this ought not to diſcourage our 
tinuing this Charity: But ſhould rather give 
xcafion to think, how many more in ſuch a 


1 * 1. 


at number and ſucceſſion of Children, had in all 


= ſtability miſcarricd, if no care had been take 
IQ 


the due Education and Government of them. 


Nie have all the Reaſon in the World to con- 
7 de, that much good will come of theſe our ſin- 
M16 ti 


and Charitable Endeavours, tho perhaps we 
v not find ſo much as we wiſh ; if nothing of this 
d was either to be attempted or purfu'd, till we 
e perfectly aſlur'd of the full effect and benefit 
t, all Charities muſt be at a ſtand, and the 

rid left to ſtruggle with the Igrorance and 
erty and Vice of thoſe that at preſent make 
too great a proportion of it. T 

at God be thanked we have a much fairer 
ſpect before us, many already in a way of be- 
made better Members both of Church and 
te than they would otherwiſe have been, and 

ly ready to do what they can to add to the 

1 as ſhall be uſctul here, and hereafter 

Wiiyed, . . „ 15 
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